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School Calendar ICA 2/13/08 
10/12/11

Entries in red denote changes suggested by Superintendent. 
Comments in the margin are from Board Attorney. 
  
RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE:  
 
The Cobb County School District (District) school year calendar shall be developed to comply 
with state law, State Board of Education policy, and accreditation requirements. Within these 
legal requirements, the calendar shall be designed to first meet the educational needs of 
students and secondly the planning and training requirements of teachers, while taking into 
consideration, to the extent possible, other concerns of the community. 
 
RULE: 
 
A. APPROVAL: 
    The District’s school year calendar shall be approved by the Cobb County Board of  
    Education (Board) as provided in Board Policy BBA (Board Powers and  
    Responsibilities) LINK NEEDED. 
 
B. SCHOOL YEAR LENGTH: 
    The length of the school year shall be as follows: 
    1. The District’s school year shall consist of not fewer than 180 days for students  
        exclusive of holidays; 
    2. Teachers shall work a minimum of 190 days, ten (10) days of which shall be student  
        holidays/staff days designated in accordance with the provisions of Administrative Rule  
        GCL (Work Day/Work Week) LINK NEEDED; 
    3. Certificated professional personnel new to the District will be required to attend New  
        Teacher Orientation in accordance with Administrative Rule GBC (Staff Compensation). 
                                                                                       LINK NEEDED 
C. HOLIDAYS: 
    1. Holidays shall be declared by the Board and designated when the District’s school year  
        calendar is adopted; 
    2. Holidays shall consist of the following as a minimum:  
        a. Labor Day; 
        b. Wednesday Monday through Friday of Thanksgiving week; 
        c. Winter holidays to include Christmas and New Year;  
        d. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day;  
        e. Spring holidays, which shall be scheduled to coincide with other metropolitan  
            Atlanta school districts; and 
        f. Memorial Day.  
 
D. PROCESS 

1. The Board shall adopt changes to the two-year calendar at least nine months prior to 
the effective date of the commencement of such calendar. 

2. The Superintendent shall appoint a committee of diverse stakeholders to study the 
potential options and recommend at least two options for Board consideration. 

3. The committee shall commence its work in August and shall have its recommendations 
to the Board of Education by October 1. 

 
Adopted: 9/23/04 
Revised: 2/13/08; 10/12/11 

Comment [a1]: Board Attorney:  If a future 
board wishes to have school on Monday or Tuesday, 
this Rule would have to be changed before the 
calendar is approved.  You might instead use a 
phrase similar to the Christmas holiday phrase:  
"Thanksgiving holidays to include Thanksgiving and 
the day after Thanksgiving at a minimum." 

Comment [a2]: Does the board want to allow for 
some mid-year changes to the calendar, perhaps 
limited to minor changes, with less restrictions?  
Sometimes unforeseen circumstances (due to 
weather, for example) require a tweak in the existing 
calendar. 

Comment [a3]: Just wanted to note that the 
grand jury recommended 12 months between 
approval and implementation.  Nine months is 
perhaps more reasonable--the 12 months is only a 
suggestion from the grand jury.  It is the board's and 
administration's decision. 

Comment [a4]: This timeline may be very tight 
given the nine month timeline set forth above. 
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Physical Education Program IHAE 8/13/08 
10/12/11

 
RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE:  

Physical education constitutes an essential  is an important part of the educational 
curriculum of the Cobb County School District (District). It plays a significant role in the 
total development of all students through its unique contribution to their physiological 
development. The program shall be maintained in compliance with state requirements 
including State Board rule 160-4-2-.12. Physical education shall be provided for all students 
K-12 and will help students develop a life-long physically active lifestyle. This Rule supports 
the intent of the Administrative Rule EFJ (Wellness).  

RULE: 

A. INSTRUCTION: 
    1. Curriculum: 
        The physical education curriculum shall be directly related to the needs and interests  
        appropriate for the growth, development, and maturity level of each student involved.  
        The comprehensive physical education program shall endeavor to align with the  
        National Association for Sport and Physical Education (NASPE) Standards and include  
        two major areas:  
        a. Class instruction; and  
        b. Extra-class activities (i.e. intramural, extra-murals, field days). 
    2. Teacher Qualifications: 
         Physical education instruction will be provided by a teacher who is certified in physical  
        education.  
    3. Class Size: 
        Class sizes shall not exceed the limitations set forth in state laws, rules and guidance.  
       Additionally, the District will maintain the standards set by the Georgia Department  
       of Education and recommended by Southern Association of College and Schools  
       (SACS/AdvancEd). Smaller class sizes should be scheduled as much as possible to  
       promote quality instruction and student safety.  
    4. State Requirements:  
        The District will provide a physical education program that complies with state laws,  

rules and guidance in the following areas: (moved from IHAM-Health Education) 
 
1. Motor skills; 
2. Physical fitness; 
3. Lifetime sports; 
4. Outdoor Education; and 
5. Fitness Assessment in the manner prescribed by the State Board of Education. 
 
Additionally, this program will comply with Cobb Performance Standards. 

    5. Preservation of Class Time: 
        a. Physical education will not be withheld from students as a form of punishment or as  
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            a means to provide additional instructional time. 
        b. Physical activity or recess will not be withheld regularly from students as a form of  
            punishment. 
    6. Physical Activity: 
        a. Students shall should be given opportunities for physical activity through a range of  
            before- during and/or after-school programs including recess, intramurals,  
            interscholastic athletics, and physical activity clubs and related community  
            activities. 
        b. Physical activities that expose students to rhythm, balance, cross lateral activities, 
           and activities that make the heart beat faster can have positive impacts on a  
           students’ academic success and should be incorporated into physical education 
           programs where appropriate. 
        c. Recess, while separate and distinct from physical education, supports the District’s 
           physical activity and movement philosophy. The District encourages classroom 
           teachers, parents/guardians and community members to provide opportunities for  
           students to engage in moderate to vigorous physical activity daily where  
           appropriate. 
    7. Staff Training: 
        The District will provide training to enable teachers and other school staff to promote  
        enjoyable physical activities among students. 
  
B. SAFETY: 
    1. Supervision: 
        Teachers and other designated staff should supervise physical education activities.  
    2. Adventure Activities: 
        The adventure activities unit in the 8th grade curriculum should be taught only  
        by instructors who have been professionally trained to conduct such activities. 
    3. Inspection: 
         All physical education apparatus should be inspected annually by the Principal or         
        designee, and maintained in safe working condition. 
    4. Cold Weather Guidelines: 

When the outside temperature or wind chill factor is 40 degrees Fahrenheit or below, 
school staff should take students outside no longer than 15 minutes. Students should 
wear appropriate clothing. : 

          a. Physical Education classes should remain indoors. 
          b. Classroom teachers may take students outside for a break of not more than 15  
              minutes and students must wear appropriate clothing. 
  
C. DRESS: 
1. Attire for participation in physical education activities at all grade levels shall should  
permit freedom of movement, safe participation, and will not damage equipment or 
facilities. 
    2. Elementary School: 

Elementary students, though not required to dress out, shall should provide for 
appropriate clothing to allow participation in such activities as gymnastics and 
tumbling without embarrassment when such activities are scheduled. 

    3. Middle/High Schools: 
The dress standard for most physical education activity classes in the middle and 
high schools should be shorts or athletic pants, shirts, socks and athletic shoes. 
Students should contact their school administrator to discuss any religious concerns 
regarding physical education dress. 

        The required dress standard for most physical education activity classes in the middle  
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        and high schools shall be shorts, shirts, socks, and sneakers. 
    4. Students may be required to "dress out" even if excused from active participation in  
        an instructional unit, if in the judgment of the teacher it will not jeopardize the health  
        of those students. 
 
 D. EXCUSES: 
    1. An excuse in physical education from total participation of any duration or restrictive  
        participation beyond five consecutive days after returning to school shall be confirmed  
        by a physician's statement specifying the type of illness or injury and the nature and  
        duration of the restriction. Excuses should indicate what a student can do in order for  
        the physical educator to modify instruction for that student. 
    2. Chiropractor's excuses will be recognized in regard to problems of the skeletal  
        framework, sprains and muscular difficulties. However, excuses related to colds, sinus  
        conditions and other illnesses generally treated by medical doctors should not be  
        accepted from chiropractors. 
 
 
Adopted: 8/9/78 
Reclassified an Administrative Rule: 9/1/04 
Revised: 4/28/83; 8/8/84; 7/28/94; 7/27/06; 8/13/08; 10/12/11 
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Health Education IHAM 2/10/10 
10/12/11

 
RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE:  

The Cobb County School District (District) recognizes health as a distinct discipline essential 
to the developmental needs of students at every educational level in their primary years 
through their secondary school experiences. 

RULE: 

Health education is an integral part of each student's total school experience and shall be 
maintained in compliance with state standards. 

A. REQUIREMENTS: 
    The District has developed and implemented an accurate, comprehensive  
    health program that includes information and concepts in the following areas: 
    1. Alcohol and other drug use; 
    2. Disease prevention; 
    3. Environmental health; 
    4. Nutrition; 
    5. Personal health; 
    6. Sex education/AIDS education; 
    7. Safety; 
    8. Mental health; 
    9. Growth and development; 
    10. Consumer health; 
    11. Community health; 
    12. Health careers; 
    13. Family living; 
    14. Motor skills; 
    15. Physical fitness; 
    16. Lifetime sports; and 
    17. Outdoor education. 
 
B. INSTRUCTION: 
    1. Curriculum/Participation: 
    The minimum State QCC GPS guidelines and Cobb Performance Standards for health  
    education at each level will be followed. The District will provide for student  
    participation in a health education program that complies with Georgia laws, rules and  
    guidance. 
    a. Alcohol/Drug Education: 
        Each grade K-12 shall be provided annual alcohol and other drug use education. 
    b. Human Growth and Development: 
        (1) Sex education and AIDS education shall be a part of a comprehensive health  
             program; 
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        (2) Materials Review: 
              Prior to the parent/guardian making a choice to allow his/her child or ward to  
              take the specified unit of instruction, he/she should be told what instruction is  
              to be provided and have the opportunity to review all instructional materials to  
              be used, print and non-print (See also Rule IFAA [Textbook Selection and  
              Adoption]; Rule IJK [Media Programs and Supplementary Materials Selection];  
              and Rule ILD [Educational Surveys and Research]. 
         (3) Parent/Guardian Permission: 
              (a) Prior to the beginning of sex education instruction, the school shall send  
                   parents/guardians written notice of the course of study; 
              (b) The parent/guardian will be provided an opportunity to review the  
                   curriculum and instructional materials as provided above; 
              (c) Parents/guardians who elect to allow their child to participate in the sex  
                   education course of study shall return a signed permission form to the  
                   school; 
              (d) Students who do not return a signed permission form shall not participate in  
                   the course of study but shall be provided other health related instruction. 
         (4) Review Committee: 
              The District shall establish a committee to review sex/AIDS education  
              instructional materials and make recommendations concerning age/grade level  
              use. 
              (a) Materials Adoption: 
                  Materials recommended by the committee shall be approved by the Board of  
                  Education before implementation. 
              (b) Membership: 
                   1) The committee shall be composed primarily of non-teaching  
                       parents/guardians who: 
                       a) Have children enrolled in the District;  
                       b) Who represent the diversity of the student body.  
                   2) Other community representatives such as educators and health  
                       professionals representatives; and  
                   3) A male and female student currently enrolled in the District and  
                       attending the 11th or 12th grade.  
    2. Minimum Program Participation: 
        a. Elementary: 
            Grades K-5 shall be provided a minimum of 90 contact hours of instruction at each  
            grade level K-5 in health and physical education; 
        b. Middle and High: 
            Grades 6-12 shall be provided the opportunity to receive health instruction.  
    3. Teacher Qualifications: 
        Health education instruction shall be provided by a teacher who is certified in health  
        education at the level they teach (6-12).  
    4. Class Size: 
        Class sizes should not exceed the limits set forth in state laws, rules and guidance.  
        Additionally, the District will maintain the standards set by the Southern Association 
        of Colleges and Schools (SACS). 

Adopted: 8/9/78 
Reclassified an Administrative Rule: 9/1/04 
Revised: 4/28/83; 8/8/84; 7/28/94; 7/27/06; 8/13/08; 2/10/10; 10/12/11 
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Graduation Requirements (See Form) IKF 11/11/09 
10/12/11

This Rule shall become effective July 1, 2008. This Administrative Rule specifies programs of 
study that shall be offered by the District for students enrolling in the ninth grade for the 
first time in the 2008-2009 school year and for subsequent years, according to the State 
rule 160-4-2-.47. 
  
The District complies with all State Board Rules and policies regarding graduation 
requirements, credit transfers, and awarding of credits to students.   
 
RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE: 
  
The Cobb County School District (District) shall provide secondary school curriculum, 
instructional, and support services that reflect the high school graduation and state 
assessment requirements and assist all students in developing their unique potential to 
function in society. 
  
Requirements for regular high school graduation from the District shall meet or exceed all 
rules and standards as set forth by the State Board of Education and the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools (AdvancEd). 
  
RULE: 
  
A. INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT AND DELIVERY SERVICES:  
    The District shall provide instructional support and delivery services. These services shall  
     include, but are not limited to the following: 
    1. Beginning in ninth sixth grade, students will be provided a continuous guidance 
advisement component  
        to:  
        a. Familiarize students with graduation requirements;  
        b. Help students identify the likely impact of individual career objectives on the  
            program of work studies they plan to follow; and  
        c. Provide annual advisement sessions updates to report progress and offer 
alternatives in  
            meeting graduation requirements and career objectives. 
    2. Record keeping and reporting services that document students’ progress toward  
        graduation and include information for the school, parents/guardians and students. 
    3. Diagnostic and continuous evaluation services that measure individual student  
        progress in meeting competency expectations for graduation. 
    4. Instructional programs, curriculum and course guides and remedial opportunities to  
        assist each student in meeting graduation requirements. 
    5. Appropriate curriculum and assessment procedures for students who have been  
        identified as having disabilities that prevent them from meeting the prescribed  
        competency performance requirements. 
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B. APPLICATION: 
    This Rule is effective for students enrolling in the ninth grade for the first time in  
    2008-2009 and subsequent years. For prior years, refer to the following Forms: 
    1. Form IKF-3 (Graduation Requirements: Students Enrolling in the Ninth Grade Prior  
        to the 1993-1994 School Year). 
    2. Form IKF-4 (Graduation Requirements: Students Enrolling in the Ninth Grade in the  
        1993-1994 & 1994-1995 School Years).  
    3. Form IKF-5 (Graduation Requirements: Students Enrolling in the Ninth Grade in the  
        1995-1996, 1996-1997 & 1997-1998 School Years).  
    4. Form IKF-6 (Graduation Requirements: Students Enrolling in the Ninth Grade in the  
        1998-1999, 1999-2000, 2000-2001 & 2001-2002 School Years).  
    5. Form IKF-7 (Graduation Requirements: Students Enrolling in Ninth Grade in  
        2002-2003, 2003-2004, 2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2006-2007, & 2007-2008 School  
        Years). 
  
C. DEFINITIONS: 
    1. Career, Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE) Pathways: 
        Three elective units in a coherent sequence that includes rigorous content aligned with  
        industry-related standards leading to college and work readiness in a focused area of  
        student interest. 
    2. Core Courses:  
        Courses identified as "c" or "r" in Rule 160-4-2-.03 “List of State-Funded K-8  
        Subjects and 9-12 Courses” for the specified program of study.  
    3. Early Admissions:  
        A program in which a high school student enrolls as a full-time postsecondary student  
        and pursues a postsecondary degree in lieu of a high school diploma. 
    4. Elective Courses:  
        Any courses identified as "e" in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-4--2-.03 “List  
        of State-Funded K-8 Subjects and 9-12 Courses” that a student may select beyond  
        the core requirements to fulfill the unit requirements for graduation. 
    5. Required Courses:  
        Specific courses identified as "r" in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-4-2-.03  
        “List of State-Funded K-8 Subjects and 9-12 Courses” that each student in a program  
        of study shall pass to graduate from high school. 
    6. Secondary School Credential:  
        A document awarded to students at the completion of the high school experience: 
         a. High School Diploma:  
            The document awarded to students certifying that they have satisfied attendance  
            requirements, unit requirements and the state assessment requirements as  
            referenced in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-3-1-.07 “Testing Programs –  
            Student Assessment.” 
         b. High School Certificate:  
            The document awarded to students who have earned 23 units but: 
            (1) Do not complete all of the criteria for a diploma; or 
            (2) Have not passed the state assessment requirements as referenced in Georgia  
                 Board of Education Rule 160-3-1-.07 “Testing Programs-Student Assessment.” 
         c. Special Education Diploma: Life Skills Concentration Diploma: 

   The document awarded to students with disabilities assigned to a served in or by     
the following special education programs who have not met the state assessment 
requirements referenced in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-3-1-.07 “Testing 
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Programs-Student Assessment” or who have not completed all of the requirements 
for a high school diploma but who have nevertheless completed their Individualized  

           Education Programs (IEP): 
1) Severe/Profound Intellectual Disabilities (SID/PID) 
2) Moderate Intellectual Disabilities (MOID) 

 
     d. Employment Preparatory Concentration Diploma 

The document awarded to students with disabilities served in or by the following Mild 
Intellectual Disabilities special education programs who have not met the state 
assessment requirements referenced in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-3-1-.07 
“Testing Programs-Student Assessment” or who have not completed all of the 
requirements for a high school diploma but who have nevertheless completed their 
Individualized Education Programs (IEP). 

 
1) Mild Intellectual Disabilities (MID) 

 
7. Georgia Alternate Assessment (GAA) -- an alternate assessment based on 
alternate achievement standards. The GAA is a portfolio assessment designed for 
students with significant cognitive disabilities under the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA) whose IEP team has determined they are unable to reasonably 
participate in the regular assessment program. The purpose of the GAA is to ensure all 
students, including students with significant cognitive disabilities, are provided access to 
the state curriculum and given the opportunity to demonstrate progress toward 
achievement of the state standards.  
 

 
7.8. Significant Cognitive Disabilities: 
    Students with significant intellectual disabilities or intellectual disabilities concurrent  
    with motor, sensory or emotional/behavioral disabilities who require substantial  
    adaptations and support to access the general curriculum and require additional  
    instruction focused on relevant life skills and participate in the Georgia Alternate  
    Assessment (GAA). 

     8. 9. Unit:  
         One unit credit awarded for a minimum of 150 clock hours of instruction or 135  
         hours of instruction in an approved block schedule. 
     9. 10. Unit, Summer School:  
         One unit of credit awarded for minimum of 120 clock hours of instruction. 
  
D. REQUIREMENTS: 
    The District includes a passing score on the State assessment requirements as  
    referenced in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-3-1-.07, attendance, and Carnegie  
    units of credit as requirements for graduating from any District high school. The District  
    has based local graduation requirements on Georgia Board of Education Rule  
    160-4-2-.47 and requires the following: 
    1. State Assessment: 
        a. Students who enroll, including those from another state, shall meet the graduation  
            requirements for the graduating class they enter and the state assessment  
            requirements as referenced in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-3-1-.07  
            “Testing Programs – Student Assessment.” 
        b. Students who enroll from non-accredited and/or home study programs are required  
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    to take and pass End of Course tests in order to receive course credits for courses  
    with End of Course tests. 

        c. Students who enroll in the ninth grade for the first time in the 2008-2009 school  
            year and withdraw and re-enroll shall meet the graduation requirements specified in  
            this Rule and the assessment requirements specified in Georgia Board of Education  
            Rule 160-3-1-.07. 
        d. Students with disabilities will be accommodated as discussed in Georgia Board of   
           Education Rule 160-3-1-.07 and other applicable authority.   
    2. Attendance: 
       a. Attendance is required for high school students in accordance with State law and  
           State Board of Education Policies, Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-5-1-.10.  
       b. Students must be enrolled in a minimum of two and a half units of credit each  
           semester as they progress toward high school graduation. For exceptions to this  
           Rule, see Administrative Rule IDB (Released Time: Minimum Day, Early Release, and  
           Conference Week). 
    3. Units of Credit: 
       a. All District high schools shall make available to all students the required programs  
           of study.  
       b. A course shall count only once for satisfying any unit of credit requirement for  
          graduation.                                          

AREAS OF STUDY 
  

COURSE UNITS REQUIRED 
English/Language Arts* 4
Mathematics* 4** 
Science* 4 

The 4th science unit may may be used to meet both the 
science and elective requirement. 

Social Studies* 3
CTAE and/or 
Foreign Language and/or 
Fine 
Arts                                                            

3 

Health and Physical Education* 1
Electives 4
TOTAL UNITS (MINIMUM) 23 
*Required Courses and/or Core Courses 
** Students entering ninth grade in 2008-2009, 2009-2010, and 2010-2011 only, who earn credit in 
Mathematics I and Mathematics II or GPS Algebra and GPS Geometry, along with 2 additional core 
mathematics courses (as outlined in IKF- D,3b), will have satisfied the minimum mathematics 
requirements for high school graduation.  
  
       c. Course Credit:  
           Credit may be earned in the following ways: 
           (1) Regular School Program:  
                 (a) Unit credit shall be awarded only for courses that include concepts and  
                      skills based on the Georgia curriculum for grades 9-12 as approved by the  
                      Georgia Board of Education. Unit credit may be awarded for courses offered  
                      in the middle grades that meet 9-12 GPS requirements. 
                 (b) Special Education Students: 
                       The individualized Education Program (IEP) shall specify whether core  
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                       courses taken as part of an IEP shall receive core unit credit. 
                  (c) Completion of diploma requirements does not necessarily qualify students  
                       for the Hope Scholarship Program.                
            (2) Dual Enrollment: 
                 See Administrative Rule LBD (Cooperative Programming with Higher Education). 
            (3) Work Experience:  
                 Work Experience credit is awarded during the school year only for on-the-job  
                 experience phase of the career and technology cooperative, internship, and  
                 apprenticeship programs:  
                 (a) Traditional Schedule: 
                      Students may earn from .5 up to a maximum of 1.5 units per semester,  
                      depending upon his/her individual schedule, grade level, graduation status,  
                      and job placement.  
                 (b) Block Schedule: 
                      Students may earn a maximum of two units per semester, depending upon  
                      his/her individual schedule, grade level, graduation status and job  
                      placement. 
           (4) Distance Course Delivery: Non-Traditional Course Delivery:  
                (a) Definition: 

Non-Traditional course delivery is course delivery that is outside of 
the traditional programs as outlined in numbers 1-3 above. This 
includes online courses, correspondence courses and private school 
courses taken while concurrently enrolled in Cobb County during the 
school year and summer.   
Distance course delivery is course delivery where the majority of 

           instruction occurs when student and instructor are not in the same place.  
                      Distance Course delivery methods may employ online, correspondence  
                      study or audio, video, or computer technologies. 
                (b) Requirements: 

1) Students may earn credit toward graduation through distance delivery non 
traditional delivery provided the courses meet District curriculum and 
assessment requirements. , and the course provider is accredited by a 
regional accreditation institution. 
 

                      2) Students seeking a diploma from the Cobb County School District must  
                          meet the enrollment requirements of Administrative Rule IDC  
                          (Scheduling for Instruction – High School Minimum Class Enrollment 
                              Requirements). 
                      3) Hardship Cases:  
                          The Superintendent or designee shall exercise discretion in approving  
                          credit for courses delivered through non-traditional methods or waiving  
                          provisions stated above for hardship cases on an individual basis.  

  4) Credit for courses delivered through distance delivery non-traditional 
methods may be  

                          applied toward the graduation requirements for all diplomas (Form IKF-2  
                          [Flow Chart for CCSD Student Requests for Taking Courses Out of District  
                          and/or Outside of Regular School Day]). Options include: 
                          a) eHigh Cobb Virtual Academy/Georgia Virtual: 

i. eHigh Cobb Virtual Academy provides year-round online courses 
for initial credit and credit recovery to high school students enrolled in 
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the District. Online course offerings and enrollment information may 
be found on the eHigh School Cobb Virtual Academy Website at  

www.cobbk12ehighschool.org (Form IKF-2). 
www.cobbvirtualacademy.org 
ii. The Georgia Virtual School provides year-round online courses for 
initial credit and credit recovery to high school students in those 
courses not offered by eHigh School Cobb Virtual Academy and may 
include credit recovery opportunities. Online course offerings and 
enrollment information may be found on the Georgia Virtual School 
Website at www.gavirtualschool.org (Form IKF-2). 

                          b) NovaNET Courses/State Credit Recovery: 
 The District provides course credit recovery opportunities for students 
who have previously failed a course through the NovaNET online 
curriculum delivery system  
 

(c) Correspondence Courses and Online Courses (Other than Nova 
Net, eHigh School Cobb Virtual Academy, Georgia Virtual School and 
other State Credit Recovery programs, or courses receiving prior 
District approval): 

                  Beginning with the 2003-2004 school year, credit will be given for  
Correspondence and online courses for elective credit when the student 
complies with the following provisions: 

                      1) Before the student enrolls in the course, the course is approved using  
                          Form IKF-1 (Request for Approval to Take Correspondence or  
                          Online Course Non-Traditional Courses). 
                      2) While the student is enrolled in a District  school, completion of one  
                          credit as recorded on an official transcript will be required before the  
                          school officials authorize enrollment in another non-traditional   
   correspondence course. 
                      3) The course provider is accredited by a regional accreditation  
                           institution. 
                      4) The course includes a final evaluation component, and the course  
                          provider provides evidence that the administration of the final  
                          examination has been appropriately proctored. 
                      5) If a course is approved for a graduating senior, the school must  

      receive the transcript no later thatn the last day before final exams of   
senior classes. 

                (d) Online Courses (Other than Nova Net, eHigh School, Georgia Virtual  
                      School and other State Credit Recovery programs, or courses  
                      receiving prior District approval): 
                      Beginning with the 2003-2004 school year, credit will be given for online  
                      courses for elective credit only when the following provisions are met: 
                          1) Web-delivered courses are taken through online providers. 
                      2) Approval for credit for courses provided by online providers is based on  
                          the following criteria: 
                          a) Before the student enrolls in the course, the course is approved  
                              using the Request for Approval to Take Correspondence or Online   
                              Courses Form IKF-1 (Request for Approval to Take Correspondence or  
                              Online Course).  
                          b) While the student is enrolled in a District school, completion of one  
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                              credit as recorded on an official transcript will be required before the  
                              school officials authorize enrollment in another online course.   
                          c) The course provider is accredited by a regional accrediting  
                               institution. 
                          d) The course includes a final evaluation component, and the course  
                              provider provides evidence that the administration of the final  
                              examination has been appropriately proctored. 
                          e) If a course is approved for a graduating senior, the school must  
                              receive the transcript no later than the last day before final exams. 
 
(d) Private School Courses Taken While Concurrently Enrolled in the Cobb County 
School District, including the summer term. 

Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, credit will be given for  
private school courses taken while concurrently enrolled in the Cobb County 
School District for elective credit when the student complies with the 
following provisions: 

                      1) Before the student enrolls in the course, the course is approved using  
                          Form IKF-1 (Request for Approval to Take Non-Traditional Courses). 
                      2) While the student is enrolled in a District school, completion of one  
                          credit as recorded on an official transcript will be required before the  
                          school officials authorize enrollment in another private school   
   correspondence course. 
                      3) The course provider is accredited by a regional accreditation  
                           institution. 
                      4) The course includes a final evaluation component, and the course  
                          provider provides evidence that the administration of the final  
                          examination has been appropriately proctored. 
                      5) If a course is approved for a graduating senior, the school must  

     receive the transcript no later than the last day of senior classes. 
 

(5) High School Courses Taken in Middle School: 
                  (a) Upon successful completion of high school courses taken at the middle  
                        school level with a final grade average of 70 or above, a student will  
                        receive a "P" for Pass on his/her high school transcript. 
                  (b) Courses awarded "P" for "Pass" will count toward graduation but will  
                        not be calculated into the student’s Grade Point Average (GPA). 
           (6) Night School: 
                The District offers tuition-based course opportunities for high school juniors and  
                seniors after the regular school day. Course delivery may be traditional  
                classroom or NovaNet.    
           (7) Summer School: 
                The District offers tuition-based course opportunities for all high school  
                students during the summer recess. Course delivery may be traditional  
                Cclassroom, Cobb Virtual Academy or NovaNet.             
  
E. GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Ninth Grade Class of 2008-2009 and  
    Subsequent Years): 
    Courses listed below in the program meet the entrance requirements for public post- 
    secondary institutions in Georgia. Students who are planning to attend a school other  
    than a Georgia public institution should check the specific requirements of the school  
    they wish to attend. In order to receive a diploma, students must also pass the  
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    requirements as referenced in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-3-1-.07. 
    1. General Provisions: 
        a. Courses that earn unit credit are listed in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-4-2-  
            .03 “List of State-funded K-8 Subjects and 9-12 Courses.”  
        b. Students may select courses listed in Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-4-2-.03  
            within the following guidelines: 
             (1) Required Courses: 
                  Any course identified as "r" is required and must be successfully completed.  
                  Another course cannot be substituted for them unless otherwise specified in   
                   Georgia Board of Education Rule 160-4-2-.03 “List of State-funded Subjects  
                   and 9-12 Courses.”  
            (2) Core Courses: 
                  Any course identified as "c" is a core course and may be selected to count as  
                  one of the core unit requirements.  
            (3) Elective Courses: 
                  A course identified as "e" is an elective course that may be selected beyond  
                  the core requirements to fulfill the unit requirements. 
      2. English/Language Arts:  

     Four units of credit in English language arts shall be required of all students. A full  
     unit of credit in Ninth-Grade Literature and Composition and a full unit of credit in  
     American Literature/Composition shall be required. All courses that may satisfy the  
     remaining units of credit are identified with a "c." The Writing, Conventions, and  
     Listening, Speaking, and Viewing strands of the Georgia Performance Standards shall  
     be taught in sequence in grades 9-12. Literature modules may be taught in any  
     sequence in grades 10-12. 

      3. Mathematics: 
a. For entering classes in years 2011-2012 and beyond:  
Four units of core credit in mathematics shall be required of all students, including 
Mathematics I, GPS Algebra or its equivalent, Mathematics II, GPS Geometry or its 
equivalent, and Mathematics III, GPS Advanced Algebra or its equivalent. Additional 
units core courses needed to complete four credits in mathematics must be chosen 
from the list of GPS/CCGPS/AP/IB/dual enrollment designated courses. 

 b. 1) Students with disabilities: 
The mathematics requirements above apply to each student with a disability, 
consistent with his or her Individualized Education Program. Students with 
Disabilities who earn credit in Mathematics I or GPS Algebra and the associated 
mathematics support course, and Mathematics II or GPS Geometry and the 
associated mathematics support course, may upon determination through the 
Individualized Education Program Team meet mathematics diploma requirements by 
completing Mathematics III or GPS Advanced Algebra for a total of 3 mathematics 
core credits. Successful completion of 3 core units of mathematics may not meet the 
mathematics admission requirements for entrance into a University System of 
Georgia institution or other post-secondary institution without additional coursework. 
Who take and pass Mathematics I in conjunction with a Mathematics I Support  

         class and Mathematics II in conjunction with a Mathematics II Support class  
         upon determination through the Individualized Education Plan process may  
         meet diploma requirements by completing Mathematics 3 or its equivalent for a  
         total of 3 math credits.      
     2) Completion of 3 units of math may not meet mathematics admission  
         requirements for entrance into a University System of Georgia institution or  
         other post-secondary institution without additional coursework. 
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b. All students, including students with disabilities, who enter ninth grade in 2008-
2009, 2009-2010, and 2010-2011, only and who earn core credit in Mathematics 
I and Mathematics II or GPS Algebra and GPS Geometry, along with 2 other core 
mathematics courses, will have satisfied the minimum mathematics requirements 
for high school graduation. Mathematics Support I, GPS Algebra Support I, 
Mathematics Support II, GPS Geometry Support II, and Mathematics Support III, 
and GPS Advanced Algebra Support III may be designated as elective or core 
courses for students who entered ninth grade in 2008-2009, 2009-2010, 2010-
2011. Students who complete Mathematics I and Mathematics II or GPS Algebra 
and GPS Geometry, along with 2 other core mathematics courses, but who do not 
complete Mathematics III or GPS Advanced Algebra, may not meet the 
mathematics admission requirements for entrance into a University System of 
Georgia institution or other post-secondary institutions without additional 
coursework. 

      4. Science:  
          a. Four units of credit in science shall be required of all students, including:  
              1) One unit of Biology; 
              2) One unit of either Physical Science or Physics; 
              3) One unit of either Chemistry, Earth Systems, Environmental Science or an  
                  AP/IB course; and 
              4) One additional science unit. 

         b. The fourth science unit may may be used to meet both the science and an 
elective requirement but shall count as only one unit. 

          c. Any AP/IB science course may be substituted for the appropriate courses listed  
              above.  
      5. Social Sciences:  
          A total of three units of credit shall be required in social studies.: 
          a. One unit in United States History; 
          b. One unit in World History; 
          c. One-half unit of American Government/Civics shall be required; and 
          d. One-half unit of Economics shall be required.  
       6. CTAE/Modern Language/Latin/Fine Arts:  
          A total of three units of credit shall be required from the following areas: CTAE  
          and/or Modern Language/Latin and/or Fine Arts. Students are encouraged to select  
          courses in a focused area of interest. 
          a. Career, Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE) Pathways: 
              1) Students may earn three units of credit in a coherent sequence of CTAE courses  
                  through a self-selected pathway leading to college readiness and a career  
                  readiness certificate endorsed by related industries. Georgia Board of Education  
                  Rule 160-4-2-.48.   
              2) Students are encouraged to complete a pathway when selecting electives. 
          b. Modern Language/Latin: 
              1) All students are encouraged to earn two units of credit in the same modern  
                  language/Latin. 
              2) Students planning to enter or transfer into a University System of Georgia  
                  institution or other post-secondary institution must take two units of the same  
                  modern language/Latin. 
              3) Georgia Department of Technical and Adult Education (DTAE) institutions  
                  (Technical College System of Georgia) do not require modern language/Latin  
                  for admissions. 
                  a) Students whose native language is not English may be considered to have  
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                      met the foreign language expectation by exercising the credit in lieu of  
                      enrollment option if they are proficient in their native language. A formal  
                      examination is not necessary if other evidence of proficiency is available. 
                   b) American Sign Language may be taken to fulfill the modern language 
                       requirements.  
          c. Fine Arts: 
             Electives may be selected from courses in fine arts. 
      7. Health and Physical Education:  
          a. One unit of credit in health and physical education is required. Students shall  
              combine one-half or one-third units of credit of Health (17.011), Health and  
              Personal Fitness (36.051), or Advanced Personal Fitness (36.061) to satisfy this  
              requirement. 
          b. Units of credit in JROTC (Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps) shall not be used  
              to satisfy this requirement. 
 
F. REQUIRED PROCEDURES FOR AWARDING UNITS OF CREDIT: 
    1. A unit of credit for graduation shall be awarded to students only for successful  
        completion of state-approved courses of study based on a minimum of: 
        a. 150 clock-hours of instruction provided during the regular school year; 
        b. 135 clock-hours of instruction in an approved block schedule during the regular  
            school year; or  
        c. A minimum of 120 clock-hours of instruction in summer school. 
    2. Units of credit for graduation shall be awarded to high school students participating in  
        any joint enrollment program using the ratio referenced in Georgia Board of  
        Education Rule 160-4-2-.34 “Postsecondary Options.” 
    3. Credit awarded for learning which has occurred outside the 9-12 classroom (for  
        example, home schooling) shall be awarded based on proficiency tests. Equivalency  
        credit shall be shown on the transcript. 
    4. Refer to Administrative Rule IKE (Promotion, Placement, and Retention)   
       for requirements to advance with the student’s entering class.  
  
G. STUDENTS WITH SIGNIFICANT COGNITIVE DISABILITIES: 
    Students with significant cognitive disabilities may graduate and receive a regular high  
    school diploma when the student’s IEP team determines that the student has: 

1. Completed an integrated curriculum based on the GPS that includes instruction in  
    Mathematics, English/Language Arts, Science and Social Studies as well as career  
    preparation, self determination, independent living and personal care to equal a  
    minimum of 23 units of instruction, and 
2. Participated in the GAA during middle school and high school and earned a proficient  
    score on the high school GAA test, and 
3. Reached the 22nd birthday OR has transitioned to an employment/education/training  
    setting in which the supports needed are provided by an entity other than the local  
    school system. 

  
Adopted 9/26/02 
Reclassified an Administrative Rule: 9/1/04 
Revised 3/30/03; 5/9/07; 8/13/08; 11/11/09; 10/12/11 
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Graduation Exercises IKFB 1/14/09 
10/12/11

 
RATIONALE/OBJECTIVE: 
 
The Cobb County School District (District) shall recognize regular high school graduates 
through the awarding of diplomas signifying their completion of high school graduation 
requirements.  
 
This Rule shall become effective July 1, 2008. This Administrative Rule specifies programs of 
study that shall be offered by the District for students enrolling in the ninth grade for the 
first time in the 2008-2009 school year and for subsequent years, according to the State 
rule 160-4-2-.47. 
 
RULE: 
 
A. REQUIREMENTS: 
    No student shall receive a diploma from a District high school until all diploma     
    requirements, including state assessments, have been met as specified in Administrative  
    Rule IKF (Graduation Requirements).   
    1. Georgia Assessments Non-completion: 

a. Students who entered the ninth grade in years 2007-2008 and Before: 
Students may participate in the graduation ceremony if they have passed the 
Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT) in Math, Language Arts, Science, 
Social Studies and Writing, or a corresponding subject area End of Course Test 
(EOCT). The student will be allowed to participate in the graduation ceremony, but 
will not receive a diploma until all GHSGT assessments have been passed or a 
variance has been approved by the Georgia Board of Education.  

  Graduating Classes of 2009, 2010 and 2011: 
            Students who graduate in 2009, 2010 or 2011 who satisfy the course requirements  
            but have not yet satisfactorily completed all state assessments required for  
            graduation may participate in graduation ceremonies but will not receive a diploma  
            until all assessments have been passed or a variance has been approved by the  
            Georgia Board of Education.  

b. Graduating Classes of 2012 and Beyond: Students who entered the ninth 
grade in 2008-2009 and all subsequent years: 

            Students who graduate in 2012 and subsequent years, regardless of the year they  
            entered 9th grade, mMust complete all diploma requirements, including both course  
            requirements and passing state assessments required for graduation, in order to  
            participate in graduation ceremonies. 
    2. Unpaid Fines/Fees:  
        Students shall not be eligible to participate in graduation exercises if debts related to  
        lost or damaged instructional resources such as textbooks, media materials, classroom  
        instructional materials, or instructional equipment remain unpaid (Administrative  
        Rule ECAD [District Property Replacement/Restitution]). However, no student shall be  
        excluded from graduation exercises because of poverty or inability to pay. Indigent  
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        students should contact the Principal to develop an appropriate payment plan for fees  
        owed. 
    3. Suspension/Expulsion: 
        If the student is under suspension/expulsion during the last day school is in session  
        of his/her final semester before qualifying for graduation, he/she shall not participate  
        in nor attend the school graduation activities. He/she may participate in the District’s  
        Summer School graduation. 
    4. Withdrawal From District: 
        a. Graduation Opportunity: 
            Students who have been enrolled in a District high school beginning in the fall of  
            the ninth grade without a break in enrollment prior to their senior year but who:  
            (1) Have withdrawn from the District during their senior year; and 
            (2) Were within 6 units of meeting graduation requirements (Rule IKF); and 
            (3) Will complete their graduation requirements (Rule IKF) within the same school  
                  year; and   
            (4) Are requesting to graduate with their original graduating class; 
 
            shall be allowed to receive a diploma from the District high school they attended  
            and participate in the school’s graduation exercises. 
        b. Prerequisites: 
            The above graduation opportunity shall be made available to the student upon the  
            following: 
            (1) Receipt of an official transcript from a regionally accredited high school  
                 indicating sufficient credits to meet graduation requirements. The following on- 

      line courses programs shall qualify to complete District graduation requirements:   
                 (a) Cobb eHigh School Virtual Academy; 
                 (b) Georgia Virtual School; 
                 (c) Equivalent programs in the accredited school district in which the student is  
                      enrolled may qualify for this variance if courses satisfy remaining District  
                      graduation requirements and have received advance approval from the  
                      District as is required of all District students. Students accumulating credits  
                      in other than the identified on-line programs should apply for graduation  
                      through another school or program. (Rule IKF) 
            (2) The student’s fulfillment of and conforming to school and District expectations  
                 of members of his/her graduating class. (Rule IKF) 
    5. Recent Enrollment: 
        A student who: 
        a. Enrolls in a District high school during his/her senior year; and  
        b. Does not have sufficient credits nor or assessment results to satisfy Georgia  
            graduation requirements; but  
        c. Meets graduation requirements in his/her former school may be recognized as a  
            graduate during the District school’s graduation exercises and receive a diploma  
            from his/her former school if awarded. 
 
B. PROCEDURES: 
    The following procedures shall govern graduation exercises:  
    1. Elementary/Middle School: 
        Activities recognizing students exiting elementary school or middle school or from one  
        level to another within those schools shall be designed so as not to resemble  
        high school graduation exercises or to involve diplomas or certificates of completion.  
    2. Valedictorian/Salutatorian: 
        It is the school’s option to recognize the valedictorian and salutatorian of the  
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        graduating class. If two or more persons earn equivalent GPA's (Grade Point  
        Averages) each may be recognized with valedictory honors. (See Administrative 
        Rule IKA [Grading Systems])  
 
 
Adopted: 8/12/81 
Reclassified an Administrative Rule: 9/1/04 
Revised: 4/28/83; 8/8/84; 2/12/87; 6/12/91; 7/28/94; 8/9/95; 2/1/02; 1/14/09; 
10/12/11 
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